
General Information
The Real Estate Law requires that a fictitious business name must 
appear on your broker or corporation officer license before the 
name may be used in conducting activities for which a real estate 
license is required. Refer to Section 10159.5(a) of the Business and 
Professions (B&P) Code.

Commissioner's Regulation 2731 provides as follows:

2731. Use of False or Fictitious Name. 
(a) A licensee shall not use a fictitious name in the conduct of any 

activity for which a license is required under the Real Estate 
Law unless the licensee is the holder of a license bearing the 
fictitious name. 

(b) The Department shall issue a license required under the Real 
Estate Law only in the legal name of the licensee or in the 
fictitious business name of a broker who presents evidence of 
having complied with the provisions of Sections 17910 and 
17917 of the Code. 

(c) The commissioner may refuse to issue a license bearing a 
fictitious name to a broker if the fictitious name: 
(1) Is misleading or would constitute false advertising. 

(2) Implies a partnership or corporation when a partnership or 
corporation does not exist in fact. 

(3) Includes the name of a real estate salesperson. 

(4) Constitutes a violation of the provisions of Sections 17910, 
17910.5, 17913 or 17917 of the Code. 

(5) Is the name formerly used by a licensee whose license has 
since been revoked. 

(d) A license may not be issued or renewed with a fictitious 
business name containing the term “escrow”, or any name 
which implies that escrow services are provided, unless the 
fictitious business name includes the term, “a non-independent 
broker escrow” following the name. Licensees who have been 
or are issued a license with a fictitious business name with the 
term “escrow”, or any term which implies that escrow services 
are provided, must include the term “a non-independent broker 
escrow” in any advertising , signs, or electronic promotional 
material.

(e) Where a licensee is a natural person, the use of a nickname 
in place of his or her legal given name (first name) shall not 
constitute a fictitious name for purposes of this section, provided 
that where the nickname is used, the licensee also uses as a 
surname (last name) his or her surname as it appears on his 
or her real estate license, and includes his or her Department-
issued license identification number as required by Section 
10140.6 of the code.

If you are a licensed broker working in the capacity of a salesperson 
for another a broker or corporation, their fictitious business name is 

not required on your license. Do not list your responsible broker’s 
or corporation's fictitious business name on your applications.

Some DBA names cannot be issued or may require documentation 
and clarification per Regulation 2731.

Adding A Fictitious Business Name
When applying for a Fictitious Business Name 
Statement (FBNS) at the county clerk's office please 
note the following:
• Registrant — List the licensee’s name as one of the registrants. 

Note: If a licensed broker, the FBNS must be filed on behalf of 
the broker. If a licensed corporation, the FBNS must be filed 
on behalf of the corporation.

• Address — List the main office address (as shown on DRE 
records) in the business address field.

• Fictitious business name — List the name exactly as it will be 
used.

• Proper county — File the FBNS with the county clerk in the 
county where your main office is located. The FBNS submitted 
to DRE cannot be more than five years old. In addition to filing 
the FBNS with the address matching the main office, you may 
also file an additional FBNS in the county where a branch office 
is located (using the branch office address) and where the DBA 
is also going to be used.

• Proper stamps — The FBNS submitted to DRE must bear the 
“Filed” stamp from the county clerk’s office.

    Note: “Proof of Publication” is not acceptable unless it bears 
the "filed" stamp.

• Completed FBNS — Submit one of the originals or a legible 
photocopy with the appropriate DRE application (see below).

Broker — Submit the following:
• FBNS and a Broker License Application (RE 200), if applying 

for a broker license, or
• FBNS and a Change Application For Broker Licensees (RE 

204), if adding during the license period, or
• FBNS and a Broker Renewal Application (RE 208), if adding 

at renewal time.
Corporation officer — Submit the following:
• FBNS and a Corporation License Application (RE 201), if 

applying for a broker-officer license, or
• FBNS and a Corporation Change Application (RE 204A), if 

adding during the license period or at renewal time.

Salesperson Owned Fictitious Business Names  — 
Submit the following:
• Add/Cancel Salesperson Owned Fictitious Business Name (RE 

247). Both the salesperson's and responsible broker or broker 
officer's signature is required to license a salesperson owned 
fictitious business name.
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Cancelling A Fictitious Business Name
Broker — Submit the following:
• Broker Change Application (RE 204), if cancelling during 

license period, or
• Broker Renewal Application (RE 208), if cancelling at renewal 

time.
Corporation officer — Submit the following:
• Corporation Change Application (RE 204A), if deleting during 

license period or at renewal time.
Salesperson Owned Fictitious Business Names  — 
Submit the following:
• Add/Cancel Salesperson Owned Fictitious Business Name (RE 

247). Only the responsible broker or broker officer's signature 
is required to cancel a salesperson owned fictitious business 
name.

You may also wish to file an abandonment of the DBA with the 
county clerk.

Mailing Information
Mail the appropriate documents to: 
 Department of Real Estate
 P.O. Box 137004
 Sacramento, CA 95813-7004
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ISO 32000-1:2008



 		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1						Document		Valid Document element		Passed		Document element passed.		

		2						Headings		No nested Headings		Passed		Heading tags are not nested inside one another.		

		3						List		Valid Children		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		4						List Item		LI - Valid Parent		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		5						List Item		LBody - Valid Parent		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		6						List Item		Lbl - Valid Parent		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		7						Structural Issues		Empty Tags		Passed		No empty tags were detected in document.		

		8						Form Annotations		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		9						Link Annotations		Link Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No tagged Link annotations were detected in this document.		

		10						Link Annotations		Link Destination		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were were detected in this document.		

		11						Links		Includes Link Annotation		Not Applicable		No Link tags were detected in this document.		

		12						Other Annotations		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		13						RP, RT and RB		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		14						Ruby		Valid Children		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		15						Structural Issues		Alternate Text with no content		Not Applicable		No Tags with Alternate, Actual or Expansion text were detected in document.		

		16						Table		Valid Children		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		17						Table		Regularity		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		18						Table Cells		TD - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		19						Table Rows		Parent and children are valid		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		20						THead, TBody and TFoot		Parent and children are valid		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		21						TOC		Valid Children		Not Applicable		No TOC elements were detected in this document.		

		22						TOCI		Valid Parent and Children		Not Applicable		No TOCI elements were detected in this document.		

		23						Warichu		Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		24						WT and WP		WT and WP - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		
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 		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Lbl - Valid Parent		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		2						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		LBody - Valid Parent		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		3						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List Item		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		4						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		5						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Heading Levels		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		6		1,2		Tags->0->25->0->1->1,Tags->0->32->0->1->1		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Passed		Please verify that a ListNumbering value of Decimal for the list is appropriate.		Verification result set by user.

		7				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		8				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for Large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1, or incidental content or logos

		Verification result set by user.

		9						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		10				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Fictitious Business Name Information (RE 282), Rev 7/20 is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		11				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (en-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		12						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags with alternate representation were detected in this document.		

		13						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		14						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in document.		

		15						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		16						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		17						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		18						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		19						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Link Annotations		Not Applicable		No tagged Link annotations were detected in this document.		

		20						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Links		Not Applicable		No Link tags were detected in this document.		

		21						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		22						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		23						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		24						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		25						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		26						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		27						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		28						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		29						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		30						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		31						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		32						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		33						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		34						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Not Applicable		Document does not have annotations		

		35						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		36						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in this document.		

		37						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		38						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		39						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		40						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Not Applicable		No actions were detected in this document.		

		41						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		42						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		43						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		

		44		1,2		Tags->0->25->0->1->1,Tags->0->32->0->1->1		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Warning		CommonLook was unable to automatically deduce the ListNumbering from content. 		

		45		1		Artifacts->0->0		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Warning		An untagged Path element has been detected in this document. CommonLook has automatically placed those in an Artifact.		

		46		1,2		Artifacts->4->0,Artifacts->5->0,Artifacts->6->0,Artifacts->7->0,Artifacts->8->0,Artifacts->9->0,Artifacts->10->0,Artifacts->11->0,Artifacts->12->0,Artifacts->13->0,Artifacts->14->0,Artifacts->15->0,Artifacts->16->0,Artifacts->17->0,Artifacts->3->0,Artifacts->4->0,Artifacts->5->0,Artifacts->6->0,Artifacts->7->0		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Warning		An untagged Text element has been detected in this document. CommonLook has automatically placed those in an Artifact.		

		47				Pages->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Warning		Page 1 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		

		48				Pages->1		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Warning		Page 2 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		
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